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January 15, 2016 

 

MEMO TO: Members of the OAAS 

FROM:  Catherine Redden, President, Ontario Association of Agricultural Societies 

RE:  Proposed Constitution Changes – 2016 Annual General Meeting 

              

 

It is an exciting time for the Ontario Association of Agricultural Societies.  As you will recall, at last year’s Annual 

General Meeting, the Board was directed to proceed with investigating options for downsizing the provincial 

board.  Over the past 12 months the OAAS Board and the Governance and Resolutions Committee have put a lot 

of work in to this activity.  With the assistance of legal counsel and others, the Constitution and By-Laws have 

been analyzed and suggestions put forward.  These were also reviewed by the Executive and Board of Directors 

and a series of amendments have been drafted for your consideration.  

 

After a final review by legal counsel in early January, I am pleased to share with you the enclosed package of 

changes which will be put forward for consideration by the membership at the Annual General Meeting taking 

place at the Royal York Hotel in Toronto on Saturday morning, February 20, 2016.  

 

You will find two documents attached, which can also be found on the OAAS website: 

1. The OAAS Constitution and By-Laws showing the changes, additions and deletions being proposed. 

2. A chart with further explanation and clarification about the changes being proposed. 

 

Please note that two special information sessions have been scheduled during the Convention. They are 

designed to provide information regarding how proposed changes to the structure of the Board can be 

implemented as well as give an additional opportunity to discuss the constitutional amendments. Should you 

have questions before then however, please do not hesitate to contact me at credden@reddens.ca or the Chair 

of the Governance and Resolutions Committee at clarkmargaret02@gmail.com .  We will be happy to try and 

answer your questions. 

 

I want to thank the Governance and Resolutions Committee, the Board and the Executive for their work on this 

important task.  I also want to thank the Rural Ontario Institute, and in particular Rob Black for his assistance 

and advice.  This work will strengthen the organization’s corporate governance and set the stage for a smaller, 

more representative board.  With your support, further work can and will be done by the Board and Executive 

next year, to make this a reality in 2017.  
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Finally I want to draw your attention to the job advertisement which has recently been developed and posted 

for a Part Time Office Manager position with the OAAS.  You can find this advertisement and the position 

description on the OAAS website at www.ontarioagsocieties.com  

 

Thank you for all you do for your Agricultural Society and your local community.  I look forward to seeing you 

and your Society represented at the upcoming Convention in Toronto in mid-February.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Catherine Redden 

President, Ontario Association of Agricultural Societies 

 

Celebrating Rural Ontario 


